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riching the children's reading vocabulary.   (See illus-
trative Figs. 3 and 4.)

2. The Development of an Interest in
" Workers "

Between six and seven years of age interest in shop-
keeping is often transferred to other "workers" in the
environment. For days, or even weeks, at a time3 a
group of children may be absorbed in a dramatic
representation of the life of a postman, sailor, nurse' or
bus conductor.

This play must not be regarded as trivial and un-
worthy of the teacher's attention. Professor Nunn
calls this tendency to realistic imitation a "kind of
experimental self-building," and believes that it has
great value for the development of a child's person-
ality.1

When, through observation of the children's play,
we can see that one of these interests is dominant, we
should help the children to make outfits and properties
for use in the classroom or playground; we can help
them, for instance, to build a large bus and make
driver's and conductor's outfits, etc. This equipment is
then available for group play whenever the children
have a period for self-chosen occupation.

Interest in these workers will naturally lead to an
extension of knowledge, for we could invite a "father
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